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Synopsis

MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATION OF DEATH, known as the 'bible’ of forensic pathology to
pathologists around the world, has withstood the test of time, recently celebrating its twentieth year
of publication. Totally rewritten and updated throughout, the text is oriented to forensic pathologists,
criminal investigators, and attorneys. It embraces all aspects of the pathology of trauma as it is
witnessed daily by law enforcement officers, interpreted by pathologists of varying experience and
expertise in forensic pathology, and used by lawyers involved in the prosecution and defense in
criminal cases as well as those engaged in civil litigation. This authoritative and complete textbook
is written by some of the most respected experts in the United States. The book continues to use a
simple and practical approach in keeping with the tradition established by the previous editions. It
avoids technical terminology, where possible, in compliance with the aim of addressing not only
physicians but all parties with an interest in the study of injury patterns and the practice of pathology
as it relates to the law. A large amount of new information and abundant material not previously
covered are included in this volume. The many new illustrations, diagrams and sketches showing

patterns and mechanisms of injury as well as an inclusive index render this book unique.
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Customer Reviews

| am a 37 year veteran of law enforcement and have been involved in everything from basic patrol,

investigations, supervision and executive administration. Dr. Spitz’s text is an incredible resource for



those involved in the investigation of injuries sustained by the human body, whether they be
accidental or homicidal.There is an incredible amount of written detail contained within the book,
supported by explanations about the mechanism of injury, inclusive of photographs and diagrams.
This book should be in the library of every individual who desires to be versed on the mechanics of

human injury. Highly recommended.

Great book to have in your library. Especially in a case of self defense; this can be used to show

"what you knew at the time". You can see what knives will do to a human, cars, guns, etc.

| watch many of the ER and CSI type of shows on TV. [Possibly too many?] I'm impressed by how
much info they can gather just by a close examination of the physical wounds. | saw this book and
thought it might make good reading in the cold winter months. So far it has, including the
background on how Medical Examiners evolved and came to be. | like the book, although my kids
think I’'m very strange. [l prefer eccentric.] | only gave it 4 stars because the pictures are black and
white. They could increase the educational value of the book by at least 100% if they would use

color pictures.

This is a great book, it's easy to read, it has excellent, detalied and graphic photographs. | highly

recomend this book as a text or reference book.

A " Must have" for anyone in the medicolegal field of studies. Purchased mine as a reference/self
study book. Although aimed at the professionals in the field, it is written in such a way anyone can
grasp a lot of information. Curiosity (I am a self taught/trial and error student) and the need to keep

knowing more, will push you to search deeper and deeper.

As a certified medicolegal death investigator and police instructor, | frequently turn this book as my

reference.

Amazing reference book. | bought this for a graduate course but find that | use regularly in my work.
Excellent examples and very informative. Extremely heavy so | wouldn’t recommend traveling with
it, but it's a great resource to keep handy at your desk if your job involves crime scenes or death

investigations.



This book has everything and anything one may want to learn about Medicolegal Death
Investigation. It truly is the bible of its discipline.
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